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BRAZIL – IMPORTS OF OLIVE OIL AND TABLE OLIVES 

 
1. Olive oil and olive-pomace oil 

 
 Brazilian imports of olive oil and olive-pomace oil have risen by 28% over the course of the 2017/18 crop 

year, reaching 76 816.6 tonnes compared to the previous crop year and surpassing the average volumes of the 

last four crop years. As regards the provenance of imports, 82% of the total came from European countries: 59% 
from Portugal, 16% from Spain, 6% from Italy and 1% from Greece. The remaining 18% came from Argentina 

(10%), Chile (7%) and other countries (1%). Table 1 shows import trends over the last five crop years. It shows 
how Portugal, the main exporter to Brazil, maintains not only its leading position in this market, in both absolute 

and relative values, but also strengthens its section of the market compared to the previous crop year. Imports 

have risen by 5% during the period given in Table 1. Graph 1 shows Brazilian import trends over the last 20 crop 
years. We can see a continuous increase up until the 2012/13 crop year, before a light fall linked to the economic 

crisis and the devaluation of the Brazilian currency. Brazilian imports start to pick up in 2015/16 to reach their peak 
during the last crop year. The monthly movements of this market are show in Section I.1. 

 

  
 
Tableau I – Brésil : importations d’huile d’olive par pays d’origine (2013/14-2017/18)              Graphique I  -  Brésil : importations d’huile d’olive et de grignons d’olive  (1990/91 - 2017/18) 

 
 

   
Xylella fastidiosa    

 
The IOC held a meeting on 6 and 7 September 2018 with representatives from the International Centre for 

Advanced Mediterranean Agronomic Studies (French acronym CIHEAM), the Food and Agriculture Organization of 
the UN (FAO), the International Plant Protection Convention (French acronym CIPV) and the European and 

Mediterranean Plant Protection Organization (French acronym OEPP) to discuss implementing a joint plan to 

prevent, control and mitigate the effects of the bacteria Xylella fastidiosa (Xf) in olive trees and protect 
international trade. The joint seminar “Integrated Action against Xylella fastidiosa to Protect Olive Trees and 

International Trade” organised by the IOC and CIHEAM at Bari (Italy) was announced at this meeting. The seminar 
will take place between 12 and 14 December 2018 in Bari. Please click here to sign up before 8 December if you 

wish to attend. 

 
The seminar will address national organisations for plant protection, those responsible for the IOC network 

of germplasm banks, researchers and institutions working on the bacteria as well as representatives from 
producers in the main olive oil producer countries. The goal is to open up international channels of communication 

to discuss the issue and establish a strategy for effective communication to bring transparency and trust for 
operators, keeping all those involved informed on the progress of the bacteria and the state of recent research and 

ongoing projects. 

 
The IOC, CIHEAM, FAO, CIPV and OEPP met to draw up a joint plan of action to respond to the needs of 

operators in the sector, in particular for the trade of olive trees around the world.  
 

 One of the tools used to elaborate this plan was the questionnaire presented by Dr Gaetano Ladisa, 

researcher at the CIHEAM, Bari, at the 52nd meeting of the Advisory Committee of the IOC on 16 October. The 
questionnaire aims to assess knowledge/perception of the risks and appreciation for the management/reaction to 

the Xf bacteria by the relevant parties. The results will provide practical suggestions for improving the 
knowledge/perception relationship. This report will have a direct impact on the willingness to adopt preventative 

measures for controlling the pathogen.  
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1s4OBkPTjyz3LZxfXR3FUaa7hqEnKyQXm9dT-IhRYvJE/edit?usp=sharing
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I. WORLD TRADE IN OLIVE OIL AND TABLE OLIVES 
 

1. OLIVE OIL – 2017/18  
 
Imports in olive oil and olive-pomace oil at the close of the 2017/18 crop year (October 2017 – August 

2018) increased by 28% in Brazil, 16% in Canada, 3% in Australia and 2% in the US. They remained stable in 
Japan. Russia

1
 recorded a 1% in the ten months of the crop year. Data from China have not been available since 

April but the first six months of the year a fall of 8% in imports compared to the same period the previous crop year. 

 
Figures for the EU

2
 in the first ten months of the crop year indicate that extra-EU imports increased by 

89%, where Tunisia was the main contributor to this rise, and intra-EU acquisitions fell by 5% compared to the 
same period the previous crop year.  

  

 
 
 

2. TABLE OLIVE – 2017/18 

 
Trade in table olives at the close of the 2017/18 crop year

3
 increased by 9% in Canada, but fell by 4% in 

Brazil, 2% in the US and 2% in Australia compared to the same period the previous crop year.  
 

EU figures
4
 during the first ten months of the 2017/18 crop year show a 5% increase in intra-EU 

acquisitions and 16% in extra-EU acquisitions compared to the same period the previous crop year. 

 

 
 
 

II.  PRODUCER PRICES – OLIVE OILS 
 

Graph 1 tracks the weekly movements of prices paid to producers for extra virgin olive oil in the 
three main producer countries of the EU and in Tunisia. Graph 3 shows the weekly changes in producer 
prices for refined olive oil in the three main EU producer countries. Monthly price movements for these 
categories are given in Graphs 2 and 4. 
 
Extra virgin olive oil: Producer prices in Spain fell slightly in the last few weeks, coming in at €2.62/kg 
by mid-October 2018, a 30% decrease compared to the same period the previous crop year (Graph 1).  
 
 
 

                                        
1 Data for Russia for August 2018 were not available at the time of publishing this newsletter. 
 
2 EU data for July 2018 were not available at the time of publishing this newsletter. 
 
3 According to the new provisions of the International Agreement on Olive Oil and Table Olives, 2015, which came into force on 1 January 

2017, "table olive crop year" means the period of twelve months from 1 September of one year to 31 August of the next. Under the 2005 
Agreement, the crop year for table olives was the same as that for olive oil (October to September). 
 
4 EU data for July 2018 were not available at the time of publishing this newsletter.  
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Italy: Production prices have passed the €5 mark at the beginning of September 2018, stabilising in 
recent weeks and coming in at €5.08/kg by mid-October 2018, a 5% decrease compared to the same 
period the previous crop year. Graph 2 shows the monthly price movements for extra virgin olive oil over 
the last two crop years. 

 
Greece: Prices fell slightly in recent weeks, coming in at €2.58/kg by mid-September 2018, a 34% 
decrease compared to the same period the previous crop year.  
 
Tunisia: Prices remained stable in the last weeks of June 2018, reaching €3.43/kg, an 18% decrease 
compared to the same period the previous crop year.  
 
 
 

 
 

Graph 1 
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Graph 2 
 

 Refined olive oil: Producer prices in Spain came in at €2.39/kg by mid-October 2018, a 35% 
decrease compared to the same period the previous crop year. Data for this category have not 
been available from Italy since the end of December 2017, when they reached €3.55/kg, a 4% 
increase compared to the same period the previous crop year. Data for this category in Greece 
are not available. 

 
By mid-October 2018, the price difference between refined olive oil (€2.39/kg) and extra virgin 
olive oil (€2.62/kg) was €0.23/kg in Spain, while it was €0.63/kg in Italy according to data from 
December 2017 (Graph 3). 
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Graph 3 

 
Graph 4 
 

Stay tuned! 
Keep up with the olive sector through Olive News: http://www.scoop.it/t/olive-news 

and the goings on at the IOC: http://www.linkedin.com/company/international-olive-

council 

Our scientific journal Olivæ is available at: 

http://www.internationaloliveoil.org/store/index/48-olivae-publications 

 
 

http://www.scoop.it/t/olive-news?r=0.00505805164182993#post_4012160171
http://www.linkedin.com/company/international-olive-council
http://www.linkedin.com/company/international-olive-council
http://www.internationaloliveoil.org/store/index/48-olivae-publications

